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Pulling It All Together: Patterns of Text Structure in Informational Texts

Whether you are  a veteran teacher or are just beginning your teaching life, you 
probably have files on ideas, activities, strategies, just about anything to make your 
lessons hit the mark. We want students to take the lessons we have taught, 
internalize them and generalize their applications to other appropriate tasks. This is 
certainly true when working with informational texts.

Authors, including S. Harvey (1998), L. Hoyt (1999), and Fountas and Pinnell 
(2001) indicate how crucial the understanding of text structure of expository books 
are to the students’ ability to glean information from these text.  Pulling information 
together from multiple sources can be a task. The grid that  follows is a short cut 
designed to connect all the lose pieces so that:

• resources and ideas are organized and therefore easily accessed
• the necessary links are made between text structures, webs, sample 
   books and text excerpts so that all the connections among these 
   pieces of information are explicitly made.

Add the titles that you use to model and guide your students use of these structures 
and you will have a personalized grid that will help you to stay on top of those unruly 
files that we all have.
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